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In this issue you will read about our Act Six
Program, so I won't describe it here, except to
say that it is a vital program that is enriching
our intercultural climate. I'm writing this on
Maundy Thursday, and in a few weeks, we'll
graduate our first class of Act Six students. I
spoke with one of them yesterday. "It will be
the most amazing day of my life," he said. "It
doesn't seem real." He will walk across the stage
as one of our most gifted graduates. Lleft our
conversation feeling great about the success of
this courageous four-year experiment.
Approximately four hours later, I answered
the door to a broken-hearted minority student
who had been victimized by an anonymous
racist message. In my 14 years at Whitworth, I
do nor remember a kinder student than the one
who sat at my kitchen table with his face in his
hands. I went to bed feeling awful about this
failure to live out the ideals of our courageous
four-year experiment.
How can we not feel deflated when such
things happen? Are we getting worse, I
wondered, when we've worked so hard to
create a Christlike climate for all students
here at Whitworth?
I've learned a lot of lessons during the Act
Six years. Among them is the danger of my
two recent emotions - feelings of success and
of failure. Both imply completion. But the
"fixing" of our hearts is never really done.
Two nights ago, Scott Finnie - who holds a
doctorate in leadership studies, has taught a
wide variety of African American courses at
EWU since 1993, and serves as a consultant
in cultural competency and ethnic history
- provided us with a grace-filled yet prophetic
map our society can follow to new levels of
wholeness and respect. He began his remarks
by observing that we have all inherited a mess.
Yes, we have. And it grows from deep within
the soil of ignorance and pride. We'll never be

finished overcoming that. So we need to think
and feel in directional terms. Are we moving in
the direction of justice and grace?
Though I was feeling pretty discouraged last
night, I'm convinced that our diversity efforts
have moved us in the right direction. First, we
are better equipped to deal with cultural and
racial tensions. Over the last 12 hours an army
of support has surrounded the student who
came to speak to me. Much of that support has
come from the systems we have constructed
to make our campus more inclusive. Second,
it is clear that the offended student is not the
only one hurt. We are all offended. We all
feel diminished. Third, what may have lurked
below the surface is out where we can deal
with it. Fourth, every day we see countless acts
of intercultural sensitivity and support. We
shouldn't let one ugly action erase our progress.
Tomorrow is Good Friday, and the year
offers no day on which I am more aware of the
mess the world is in than Good Friday. It's the
day when I am forced to remember that in a
horrifying way our mess became Christ's. But on
Sunday, on Easter, Christ's resurrection becomes
our resurrection. Jesus points us in the direction
of grace, redemption, justice and love.
St. Paul reminds us that we are one in Christ
Jesus - neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor
female. In the risen Christ, there is no mess. We
move toward him. We wobble; we step back;
we fall and we crawl. But we move toward the
unblemished Lamb of God. And the Hebrews
writer reminds us of an even brighter hope - as
we move toward the Lamb, the Lamb moves
toward us. It is this hope that lies behind the
Act Six program, and behind all of our efforts to
honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity.
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EDITOR'S

You hold in your hands rhe final issue
of Whitworth Today to come to you from
Whitworth College. By the time we start
racing around to pull together the fall issue,

Though we're preparing ourselves for the big change, we know
that what makes this place Whitworth

isn't really going to change

at alL And that's why our strongest feeling is excitement as we
wait for the college to become a university. We know we'll still

we will be Whitworth University (though
rhose of us who remember rhe Kepnedy

attract amazing faculty -like Jim Waller (Faculty Focus), whose

assassination

who was recently honored with a prestigious poetry prize awarded

and the Summer of Love may

have trouble from time to time remembering

Q&i\

is featured in this issue, and Laurie Lamon,

'78

(News),

by U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall. We'll still welcome great

the switch). Change is always exciting. It's
fun to talk to people in Spokane (and beyond) who ask us about
our name change: It gives us the opportunity to tell them what a

administrators

great time this is at Whitworth.

them in the Act Six feature, by Andrea Palpant Dilley, '00. We're

And it's amazing to think that our

like Brian Benzel (News), a former Washington

School Superintendent of the Year who'll join us this summer.
And we'll still recruit the best students around; you can meet 12 of

fall 2007 freshmen will never know any Whitworth other than
Whitworth University.

also sure that current and future alums will always be proud to call
Whitworth their alma mater. Check out this issue's Alumni Notes

We in the office of college communications,
soon to be the
university communications
office, have a few mixed feelings about

and see what your classmates are up to, and then drop us a line via

the changeover. We look forward to seeing the new Whitworth
University

signs springing up around campus this summer, yet some

of us graduated from Whitworth, and some of us have worked here
since Kajagoogoo and The Thompson Twins ruled MTV; it will be

snailmail, e-mail, or the Whitworth website to amuse and amaze
us (and your fellow alums) with what's going on in your life.
We'll all feel a pang, no doubt, when we bid farewell to
Whitworth College. For 117 years, this institution has been
preparing students to assume their place in a world that needs

strange to call our alma mater/workplace something other than what
it was named when we matriculated or began working here. Some of

everything they have to offer. But that won't change. After all, the
essential part of our name, Whitworth, remains; and the central

us love the idea of the small liberal-arts college and are a bit fearful of
what will happen when we make the big move and put "University"

tenet of our mission, to honor God, follow Christ, and serve
humanity, is the immutable foundation of this institution's proud

after our name. (Can metered parking be far behind?) And, let's face

history and its limitless future. Some things never change - and

it, some of us are just thinking about how much work it's going to

never should.

be to try to track down each and every "Whitworth

College" in our

publications and on our forms and our website, and to make sure that
no name remains unchanged. Whew.

1hope you enjoy this final Whitworth College edition of

Whitworth Today.
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EVENTS
Letters should be
under 200 words and
are subject to editing.

June 22-24: Alumni Family Weekend
July 9-13: Whitworth Institute of Ministry

Thank you for your article "War through the Eyes of Faith:' Your inclusion of
the death of 1st Lt. Forrest Ewens acknowledges that war can "hit home"
when one we know dies in service to our country. Praise God for Forrest's
life and for the difference he made to others as he lived his faith in the
U.S.Army.

Sept. 20: Dinesh D'Souza lecture, 7 p.m., Cowles Auditorium.

\

Oct. 5-7: Homecoming Weekend

You also acknowledge that students have been called away from their
studies to serve in Iraq or Afghanistan.
The dimension missing from your article is the faith perspective of those
who are "engaged" in war. As an active-duty Navy chaplain, I have been
called by God and the church to live my faith in service to God's people
as a noncombatant in the U.S. military. During 2006 I spent seven
months in Iraq with my Marine Corps unit. Combat Logistics Battalion 7.
Please, in a future article, listen to the voices of those who are actively
liVing their faith in a combat zone because God, not only their country. has
called them.
Diana A. Lantz, '93
LCDR(Sel), CHC, USN

Sept. 28: Pirate Night Dinner and Auction,
5 p.m., HUB Dining Hall, Lied Square,
Multipurpose Room, Mind & Hearth.
$40 admission.

Oct. 12,13,14,19,20: Whitworth Theatre fall
production, Bertolt Brecht's Antigone, Cowles
Auditorium. $7 admission ($5 for students and
seniors). Call 509.777.3707.
Nov. 10: Jazz ensemble fall concert with Grammy-winning trumpeter
Terence Blanchard, 8 p.m., Cowles Auditorium. $10 admission.
Dec. 1-2: Whitworth Christmas Festival Concerts. Dec. 1,
7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue; Dec. 2,
3 p.m., First Presbyterian Church of Seattle. Tickets:
509.777.3280.
Dec. 3-6: Student-directed and -acted Festival of One
Acts. Cowles Auditorium Stage II.

We are very touched that Forrest's story continues to create discourse and
dialogue at Whitworth.
Carol Ewens
Mother of Forrest Ewens, '04

When I began Whitworth as a 22-year-old freshman, after a tour of duty
in Vietnam, I remember not talking much about my combat experiences.
It wasn't because I was ashamed; quite the contrary. I didn't believe that
young people without such an experience could really understand.
Ten years ago I decided I needed to put pen to paper to try and document
some of what I had been through. I wanted something for my wife and
kids to read so that they could have a better understanding of that
chapter of my life, since it influenced me so much. I sent it to the Wall
Street Journal, and it was published. Since then, I've written other pieces
that have also been published. I've learned that most pea pie do want to
know about the Vietnam War. I had assumed just the opposite before that.
The reason for this note is to encourage you to continue to teach about
the war in an honest and open manner. I volunteered to fight in Vietnam.
I believed in what we were doing. I was terribly hurt when I returned to the
United States. I felt that even those who didn't agree with the war should
at least appreciate what those of us who had been in combat had gone
through. It's been a long time coming, but slowly people have begun to
show some appreciation. If you pay attention to Vietnam vets greeting
each other, they often do so by saying, "Welcome home:' We do that
because we never received a welcome home when we returned.
If you're interested in reading my essays, they can be found at
www.geocities.comjc2502_101jlickness.html.
under "Vietnam 1968:'
Tim Lickness, '73

Dec. 7-8: Whitworth Christmas Festival Concerts. Dec. 7,
8 p.m.; Dec. 8, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church of Spokane. Tickets: 509.777.3280.
To view a calendar of all of Whitworth's upcoming events,
visit www.whitworth.edujcalendar.

The previous excerpt is from a ietter sent to Dale Soden, professor
of history and director of the Weyerhaeuser Center, whose essay on
teaching about war appeared in our Fall 2007 issue.
Kudos for taking on the controversial topic of war and its impact on the
college. I thought you missed an opportunity to highlight Whitworth's
peace-studies program. For more than 20 years this unique program has
provided future leaders with a practical and theoretical framework for
confronting evil in the world that is more consistent with the teachings of
Jesus than [is the approach of] the apologists for war. I expected at least
to see the creator of the program, Professor [John] Yoder,featured in the
mailed version and would commend his online essay to anyone who is
looking for a third way in the dead-end debate between isolationism and
just war. Whitworth people salt this world in many ways, and the students
and graduates now practicing nonviolent conflict resolution in the world
as a result of the peace-studies program are more reasons to continue
supporting the innovation that is Whitworth.
Breean Beggs, '85

Thank you so much for the article on Forrest Ewens. Although I never met
Forrest, one of my closest friends, who is currently serving us in Iraq, was
dear friends with Forrest and his wife.
Elizabeth (Milliron) Case, '02
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'Hidden
Treasures':
Innovative Act Six Program Develops
Leaders for Campus, Inner City
Andrea Palpant Dilley, '00
Act Six scholar profiles by Tiffanie Beatty, '07
6
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Tdfanie Beatty
Major. PSYChOlogy
Selected actlvitles/hon
.
FoundaUon "Street Sain~rs. BlaCk StUdent Union president.
Multi-CUltural Awareness ~ward; member of Bonner Lead ,Northwest Leadership
recipient
ounc,' member' Wh·...
ers for community s .
, 'mOrth PsYChOlogy 0
erv,ce;
Future plans: Toatte
epartment SCholarship
nd gladuate school th
QUale: "BSU has develo e .
' en work in leadershiP/com
.
raCIal reconc/liaUon I'~ ~ d mto ... a campus /!IOup that h
mumty development
entertainment to it bein~ ;en part of a transformaUon tro;s the miSSion of justice and
ore about education and enlid't mmonty Culture being about
0" enment."

n a chill winter afternoon in
Tacoma, Tiffanie Beatty, her
sister Talana, and their friends
]D and]C huddle around a glass table in
the sisters' inner-city apartment playing
Scrabble. After Tiffanie's sister takes a tum,
[C, a rap artist, chides her, "That's a proper
noun; you can't use proper nouns, girl!"
Midway through the game, Tiffanie spells
out the word "beginning." "It's a little late
in the game to be spellin' beginning," says
[C. "Well," says Tiffanie, laughing, "I have

O

just begun."

Beatty has indeed begun a journey
that has taken her from one of Tacoma's
toughest neighborhoods to a position as
a campus leader at Whitworth College.
And soon she will head back to the inner
city, where her roots are planted among
boarded-up buildings, bullet-marked
street signs, and the stubborn dreams of
hardworking families. "When I think of
Tacoma, it's just home for me," Beatty says.
"Tacoma is not a perfect place to
live, but it's real; it's a
city of hidden treasures."
Beatty and others are
seeking out and lifting up
treasures where distorted
vision and despair too often
obscure the beauty beyond
the rough edges. She is one
of 40 students from urban
Tacoma who enrolled at
Whitworth through a program
- the Act Six Leadership
and Scholarship Initiative
- with the audacious goal of
transforming the campus as well as the
participants and their home communities.
Act Six scholars represent six continents
and speak 13 languages. Two-thirds come
from low-income families and are the first
in their families to attend college. And

they are thriving. Cadre One participants,
who enrolled in 2002, boasted an average
GPA that equals that of the overall student
body and were active as participants and
leaders in athletics, community service,
international-studv programs, music and
student leadership. (See individual scholar
profiles accompanying this article.) And
all II scholars In Cadre One, along with
one from Cadre Two, graduate this spring
- a remarkable 100,percenr four-year
graduation rate that far exceeds national
averages for students of any background.
Building on the program's success at
Whitworth, Act Six affiliates have been
added at colleges in Tennessee, Oregon,
and Alaska, with several others in the
planning stages. But the numbers only hint
at the deeper impact of Act Six.
"The program brings together the
ideas of social and spiritual change,"
says Professor of English Doug Sugano.
"The students are aware that they have a
responsibility to themselves,
to their families, and to
their neighborhoods, And
they also have a new
responsibility to the
campuses at the schools
they're attending."
Tim Herron (left),
the national director
and visionary behind
Act Six, started at Tacoma's
inner-city Lincoln High School as
a math teacher and college advocate;
he grew tired of watching his strongest
students lose their traction in college.
"We had a lot of kids going off to college,
but way too many were coming home
[before graduating)," Herron says. "It
breaks your heart for the individual kid
but also for the community and the city.
You recognize more systemic issues at

play."
After a year of research and planning,
Act Six was launched as an initiative of
the Northwest Leadership Foundation,
which works to develop leadership for the
social and spiritual renewal of Tacoma.
"There are wonderful things that you find
most powerfully and uniquely alive in the
toughest parts of the city," Herron says. "It's
all about how we see. The Act Six scholars
become evidence of another reality,
another way of seeing the city, through
God's eyes, as a place of great hope rather
than despair. It's really about leadership."
Act Six develops leaders through a
deceptively simple four-step model:
Step 1: Recruit and select diverse
multicultural cadres of promising
urban student leaders.
Step Z: Train and prepare these groups
of students, equipping them to
support each other, to succeed
academically, and to grow as serviceminded leaders.
Step 3: Fund and send the teams to
partner colleges with scholarships
covering full tuition and more,
depending on financial need.
Step 4: Provide strong campus support,
ongoing leadership development
and vocational connections to
inspire scholars to serve their home
communities.
As much as anything else, the key to the
success of Act Six is the leadership training
that takes place over nine months before
participants even arrive on campus for fall
classes. Every week, Act Six staff members
lead rigorous workshops on intercultural
communication, leadership and community
development, as well as study skills,
time-management strategies and bonding
experiences within the cadre. Several times
throughout the year Whitworth faculty
W' FEATURES 7
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and staff travel to Tacoma to participate
in the training, and the scholars make
tWOadditiona\ visits to campus. ~'Those
training times are reaHy an opportunity to

Herron has laid for the program. "He's
telling everybody that the foundations for
the early church are actually multiCultural;
it was an issue then and it's an issue now,"
Sug
savs "When faculry and students
ano

lean into leadership," Herron says. "What
does It look like? HoW do we leam to

buy into a program like this, welcome

communicate across cu\tures?"
The "Act Six" name derives from a

biblical passage in Chapter 6 of the Book of
Acts in which Hebraic Christians respond
to complaints

from Grecian Christians

about their widows being overlooked in the
distribution of food. "The gist of the story
is that a group is chosen to represent the
under,represented,"

says Assistant Dean

for Intercultural Student Affairs Esther
Louie, who oversees the Act Six program

at Whitworth. "Act Six students adopt that
story as their motivation and purpose."
admires the spiritual foundation
Sug
ano
8
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Club. Cadre One scholar Fa'ana Fanen
was elected president of the student body
for 2006-07.
"It's not just me trying

ASWC meetings and spoke on behalf
of the student body at convocation,

want to foster it - it raises everybody's
consciousness about multiCultura\ issues.
Those are the institutional changes that

will make Whitworth a better place."
And Act Six students are charged with
being agents of change. Louie, who speaks
of the students with a familiariry born of
many shared laughs and tears, says they
touch every facet of campus life inside
and outside the classroom: as ath\etes,
musicians, resident assistants, cu\tura\'

diversity advocates, teaching assistants, and
officers for student groUPSsuch as the Black
Student Union and the International

to change the

campus," says Fanene, who led weekly

graduation and trustee meetings. "The
campus has changed me, too. It's a growing
experience.

U'm1 a better

person because

of it."

raka
Sophomote Jeremiah Sata
is
inhaling as much of college life as he can.
As a cultural,diversity

advocate in Warren

Hall, secretary for the BSU, activities
coordinator for the International Club,
and a participant in the student' led gospe

choir as well as the Whitworth Choir,
Sata

admits he's overcommitted,
raka
but it's with a purpose. "Working with

etEiil~H:;:oIY~Ch:ea:------Major. Communication (sociology
.
Sel
minor)

l

ected actMtles/honollr Parti .
Asian-philosophy stud _.
cipated in
In China; internship w~abroadProgram
Center.resid
ExcelslorYouth
,
I ent of Hip-Hop 1h
participated in Intern ti
erne House;
intern with the N rth a onal Banquet;
Foundation.studO west Leadership
Whitworth A' . ent ambassador for
dmssions Office
Future plans: To work with
criminal or substa nee-abuse
youth
who have
histories
Quote:
"I never
until Act
S. felt a. part of a community
IX.••• Being away fro
is hard, but Act S·IX has
m been
my family
there for me, has been
my family."

other Act Six students to hetp promote
community within Whitworth is
something that I teally love," he says. "I
think we're here to shake things up a bit,
to bring that different perspective that the
college needs."

"We are not the only ones who need to
bring about this change," says Cadre One
do better, in part, as a result of our diverse
scholar Sha'Nay McQuirter, who founded
re
biology major, worked for three years in
employee population," says Multica
Young Life's junior-high WyldLife Program.
and directs Whitworth's Exceptional
Human Resource Director lody Smith.
Holy Chea, a communication major in
Praise Choir; the groUPboasts more
"We are delighted to participate in the Act
than 40 participants, most of whom are
Cadre One, is a volunteer relief staffer at
Six program. The caliber of the students is
experiencing gospel musiC for the first
Excelsior Youth Center, a program for attime. McQuirter voices frustration at times
very high."
risk youth. "I'm there to give them hope,"
But Act Six is not without its challenges.
over perceived passivity on the part of
Chea sayS."When I'm done with college, I
Cross_cultural clashes have sparked
the student body to engage multiCultural
want to go back to Tacoma and work in a
heated discussions and ignited emotions
issues. "Change means creating a slice of
program similar to Excelsior's.l'
_ as might be expected when a relatively
real-life experience," she says. "And a realFuture employers aheady recognize
homogeneouS community is joined by
life experience involves not always being
the leadership potential and service
multiculturaL inner-city students who've
re
comfortable with questions and topics that
ethic of Act Six scholars. Mu\tiCa , the
been commissioned to help engage
are tough _ injustice, inequaliry, the poor,
largest healthcare provider in southwest
differences, challenge assumptions and
socia_economic statUS,racism and gender
Washington, provides financial support
broaden campuS discourse. Act Six scholars
inequaliry. The world is still an unjust
for three Whitworth nursing students in
are prepared for the challenges they face,
world; we have a lot of work to do."
exchange for their commitment to work
and are supported by staff and by one
The other challenge is the commitment
in one of MultiCare's inpatient facilities in
another. But being change agents can
_ financial and otherwise - needed to
Tacoma after graduation. "In healthcare,
be painful and exhausting, even for the
W' FEATURES 9
the patient'S outCome is a function of both
willing and well_equipped.
the medical treatment and the patient's
mental statUS;our diverse patients may well

Act Six scholars embrace the Spokane
community, as wen. Tara Yi, a senior

ng

n.
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Retired Teacher Puts Heart, Hope into 'Unexpected' Gift
During her 30 years teaching in urban schools,
Gretchen Harrell, '60, encountered too many
students who had the intellectual ability to go
on to college but lacked the family support,
study skills or financial resources. Harrell
never gave up on these students, but when
her three godchildren seemed to stall on the
same path to unfulfilled potential, this veteran
educator's heart threatened to break.
Then she heard about a successful program equipping and supporting
students from inner-city Tacoma to attend Whitworth, her alma
mater. The more Harrell learned about the Act Six Le~ership and
Scholarship Initiative, the more excited and hopeful she became.
"Based on all of my experience, I knew Act Six would work," she
says. "The training and preparation the students get before enrolling,
and the support they get from peers and staff after they get to campus,
really increase their chances to succeed."
Harrell recently backed up her enthusiasm with an $800,000 planned
gift. She used the proceeds from the sale of a vacation home to create
a charitable trust that will provide her an income for life and will
eventually create an endowment to help fund Act Six scholarships.

Whitworth commits more than $500,000 a year to scholarships
for Act Six students.
"Act Six is a big investment, but it delivers big rewards; so we're
very grateful for Gretchen's generous gift to help sustain this
worthy program," says Whitworth President Bill Robinson. "It's
great when a donor's vision and passion line up so well with
an opportunity to support an initiative vital to Whitworth's
mission
Harrell never expected to be able to make such a large gift, but
she believes many people with modest incomes and appreciated
real estate may find themselves in her position. Holly Norton
and Joe Dinnison, '79, of The Whitworth Foundation, advised
her on the financial and tax benefits available with different
planned-giving vehicles.
"I didn't need the money in a lump sum; I will get along fine
with Social Security and my retirement, along with the yearly
income from the trust," Harrell says. "I always thought people
like Bill Gates and [Chairman of the Whitworth Board of
Trustees] Chuck Boppell were the only ones who could make
this kind of gift, so It never occurred to me that I would be able
to do something that would have such a lasting impact."

Lauren Thompson
Major: Elementary education
Selected activities/honors: Biack Student Union
president; resident assistant; dlverslty-even~ A t
coordinator for Whitworth AdmiSSions o~ce;.ti~n
Six presentation at the North Amencan oa I
of Christian Admissions professionals national
f
conference; Washington Mutual Future Teachers 0
Color scholarship recipient
Future plans: To teach
b a good student
Quote' "Irs important for me to e
M
that I can be a good teacher to my studen~. Y
~~eam is to teach those kids everyone has ~~venup
on and iet them know that they will make It.

sustain a program of this magnitude
over the long term. Whitworth has long
been committed to understanding and
celebrating diversity, from the WWlI
years, when the college welcomed Japanese
Americans who might otherwise have
been confined in relocation camps, to the
sixties, when African Americans from New
Jersey's inner cities joined the Whitworth
student body, to recent years, when the
establishment of new staff positions and
strategic benchmarks for intercultural
competency have been top priorities. Act
Six extends that commitment with annual
investments of more than $500,000 for
financial aid and countless staff hours spent
administering the program, mentoring
10 WT

faculty and supporting students. While the
percentage of ethnic-minority students
has held steady at about 10 percent as
Whitworth's overall enrollment has grown,
the number of African American, Asian
American, Hispanic and Native American
students has climbed from 156 in 2002 to
199 m 2006.
"The program requires big investments,
but it also delivers big rewards," says
Whitworth President Bill Robinson. "The
Act Six program has brought to Whitworth
an extraordinary group of students who
have enriched our campus through their
leadership and service, even as we have

Michael Chansavang
Major. communication
selected activities/honors: Highly '1lor the
h' ·th the Counci
selective interns IP WI ort of Education;
AdVancement and Supp
d PolitiCS
. Pe Ie Prophe~ an
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National Honor SOCIety,cu
adVocate;Young Ufe volunteer
.
Future plans: To be involved in economiC
development in the Tacoma area
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u. . en!.. .. Building one-on-one .
envlTonm
. lot easier to Sit
relatiOnshipS makes It a ues Sometimes
down and talk through ISS·
erson:
.
d to listen to the other P
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taught and mentored them. So, it would be
morally irresponsible for us not to explore
ways to expand Act Six to other schools."
While Whitworth was the first school

po

Daniel Bacon

Tara VI

Major: lnternatlonal studies
Selected activities/honors:
Participated in inaugural Religion,
Peace and Conflict in Northem Ireland
study program; co-author of Act Six
policy booklet; presented on Act Six
to George Fox University faculty;
student ambassador for Whitworth
Admissions Office
Future plans: To do communitydevelopment work
Quote: "Given the diversity in the world,
there is a need to engage people
while staying who you are and allowing
others to do the same, Then, have the
commitment to do it again the next day:'

to commit to Act Six, in 2001, affiliates
have since been launched at Tennessee's
Crichton College, in 2004; at George Fox
University, outside Portland, Ore., in 2006j
and at Sheldon Jackson College, in Alaska,
this year, More than 40 officials from 13
colleges in Washington attended a January
summit at Whitworth to learn more about
Act Six. Pacific Lutheran University has
signed on to enroll its first Act Six cadre in
fall 2008, and several other schools are in
the planning stages.
"What Whitworth did was huge," said
George Fox University president Dave
Brandt at the diversity summit. "I'm most
appreciative of Whir worth for taking the
lead on this program so that we and others
could learn from their experience."

Now Act Six begins its next and, some
say, most important chapter. Graduating
scholars are encouraged, but not required,
to return to their home communities to
invest their skills, passion and vision into
urban renewaL Many in Cadre One will
heed that call.
Lauren Thompson, an education major,
wants to return to Tacoma to teach. "My
passion is for the inner city," she says.
HI wanted to go to Chicago or LA., but
through Act Six I realized there are the
same problems here at home. I don't have
to leave ro help fix the world."
For Beatty, who graduated in May with
a psychology degree and plans to work in
leadership and community development,
Act Six has been a journey toward finding

Major. Biology
. .
~"'ti' /hOnors: Pre-MedICine
, 'ti'
Selected SOU", es Ufe leader; actiVI
es
Club member, Young ti nal Club' traveled to
coordinator for Interna 0
'n
to work at an English camp ru
Prague
" Wh'tworth Black Student
by Young Ufe,
I
,
Union member; resident of Seeking
Shalom Theme House
T
teach middle-school biology
Future plans: ,0
in Tacoma; to attend graduate school
,
the Northwest LeadershiP
Quote: "Through
S· I have tremendous
lX
Foundation and Act th ' throughout my I"e,
support that Will be ere
gram"
to dive back to the pro
'
I hope one day e

the past and future treasures of her home
community - how it has shaped her and
how she can now help to shape it. "I've
been able to see Tacoma for what it really
is," she says, "by going away, missing it,
being critical of it, and then owning it - I
guess you can say by loving it."
Andrea Pa/pant Dilley, who graduated from
Whitworth in 2000 with a degree in English and
Spanish, is a writer/producer/director for Spokane~
based North by Northwest Productions, She and her
colleagues are completing a docum.entaTy~style video
on the vision and personalities that drive Act Six,
The video will be available by the end of June online
at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthtoday.
Visit www.whitworth.edujactsix for
additional information about the Act Six
program and its scholars.
WTFEATURES

b

1\

=

FACULR

lOCUS
Q. (Whitworth Today) According to

Failing to Meet Christ's Highest Ideals?
Psychology professor asks tough questions about the
institutional church's response to genocide
Edited by Julie Riddle, '92

l

Jim Waller presents
the annual Lindaman
Lecture at Whitworth.

im
Waller believes the institutional Christian church has
shirked its responsibility in confronting genocidal violence.
n his current research, Waller, professor of psychology and
the college's Edward B. Lindaman Chair, is exploring two
things; how religion, which has wielded such a tremendously
civilizing effect on human society, can shape a culture in
which genocide may occur, and how the church responds
to such a culture both during and after genocidal violence.
Waller hopes his research will help spur the institutional
Christian church to begin redeeming itself - and the world
- by becoming involved in post-genocidal reconciliation.
Waller is serving his final year as the Lindaman Chair, an
endowed chair with a four-year term for senior Whitworth
faculty engaged in significant academic initiatives. In
March, he received a First Voice Humanitarian Award
from the Chicago Center for Urban Life & Culture. Waller
collaborates with the center on his groundbreaking Prejudice
Across America off-campus study program. Also in March,
Oxford University Press released the revised and updated
second edition of Waller's book Becommg Evil: How Ordinary
People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing {first published in
2002}, which is used by universities worldwide in courses on
Holocaust and genocide studies.
ln the following Q&A, Waller discusses his findings on the
institutional church and genocide, and talks about his newest
Whitworth study program, Religion, Peace and Conflict in
Northern Ireland.

your research, the general rule of recent
history is that religious institutions have
been silent, even complicit, in the face of
genocidal violence. Your analysis of the
Holocaust, the Rwandan genocide, and
ethnic cleansing in Bosnia ..Herzegovina
suggests there are three stages of
institutional Christian response to
genocide. What are they?
A. (Waller) First, pre-genocidal responses
include fusing religious belief systems with
ethnic, national and political identities.
The church loses its critical role as a voice
of the voiceless when it becomes married
to other social identities that offer the
church privilege among power holders and
mobilize the church to preserve, rather
than challenge, the status quo.
Second, genocidal responses include sins
of omission (silence and denial) and sins of
commission (accommodation and active
participation in killings). In Rwanda, for
instance, many of the worst massacres
occurred in churches and mission
compounds where Tursis sought refuge.
Finally, post-genocidal responses include
emphasizing the church's persecution
and resistance, which is often marked
by the church appropriating the victim
groups' suffering and glorifying individual
heroes and martyrs. In addition, we see
the church issuing official declarations
of contrition that avoid acknowledging
institutional guilt.

Q. Who is an example of a Christian
individual that the church has singled out
for his or her heroic actions?

A. One of the clearest examples

is

Corrie ten Boom. What many Christians
throughout the world know of the
Holocaust is what they know through her
story. As recounted in her bestselling book
The Hiding Place, ten Boom and her family
of devout Protestant Christians offered
their home as a hiding place for fugitives
hunted by the Nazis.
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At issue is the way in which Christian
institutions have appropriated the suffering
of the victim groups (specifically Jews) as
their own, and singled out ten Boom as a
Christian heroine. It's a misdirection of
attention, away from the complicity of the
dominant social structure of an institution
(the church) and toward exceptional
actions of individuals. The representation
of the Holocaust as an event of Christian
suffering to generations of Christian readers
is problematic - particularly to Jews. This
explains in part why ten Boom's story is so
little known among American Jews and
why it has been virtually ignored by the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Q. How have your colleagues in academia
responded to your research?
A. Within academic circles, criticisms
of the institutional church, especially
during the Holocaust, are widespread.
What I hope is unique about my work
is the comparative analysis of responses
from the institutional church across three
case studies of genocidal violence. I think
patterns of behavior tell us a lot about how
behaviors are made and, in this case, about
how they can be unmade. Only with that
understanding can we begin to redeem the
role of the institutional church in the lives
of states and international affairs.

Q. What results do you hope to see
from your research on genocide and the
Christian church?
A. I want my research to challenge the
institutional Christian church with the
same challenges that I, as an individual
Christian, must respond to daily, however
poorly I do so: to be more inclusive rather
than exclusive; to love rather than judge;
to be active in the face of injustice rather
than passive; to resist evil rather than be
cornplicit: to bring together rather than
to divide; to speak truth to power rather

than to be silent; and to heal rather than
to hurt.

Q. In January 2006 you launched a new
Jan Term study program, Religion, Peace
and Conflict in Northern Ireland. What
is the focus of the program?
A. The program is built on the recognition
that the real "museum" of The Troubles in
Northern Ireland is the people themselves
- people who lived through those times,
who lost loved ones, who killed (often in
the name of religion). We spend as much
time as possible with these people, and
with peacemakers who are trying to take
the next step in reuniting a country ripped
apart by sectarian violence.
In addition to seeing how religion can
divide, I want my students to see the
potential of religion to reunite, to be
inclusive rather than exclusive, to sustain
life rather than to trivialize it. I want
students to recognize the abuses of religion,
when it is wielded without grace, as well
as the promise of religion, when it is lived
with humility.

Q. What is one of the notable books

Celeste Brown, '07, reads Jim Waller's book
Prejudice Across America on the Chicago
subway during the Jan Term '07 Prejudice
Across America program.

you've read in the last year?
A. I've been enjoying re-reading Taylor
Branch's three-volume history of the
Civil Rights Movement, America in the
King Years, which will be essential to
some of the curricular revisions I have in
mind for the next few years in Core 350.
I can think of no clearer way to illustrate
to our students the capacity of ordinary
individuals to challenge institutions to
make extraordinary changes in society
than through the stories of the incredible
men and women who took their
citizenship seriously and made the Civil
Rights Movement a reality. To me, their
story may be the gteatest one of all in
American history.
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Staging Change:
Award-winning theatre department promotes
community-based events
In recognition of its extraordinary
achievement in changing the community
through art) Whitworth Theatre was
recently named the recipient of the 2006
City of Spokane Bold Strokes Award. The
Spokane Arts Commission presented the
award as part of the city's celebration of
National Arts and Humanities Month.
In fall 2007 the department will begin
offering a community-based theatre track
to its majors. The track will prepare theatre
students to promote social action and
to use techniques and skills they learn
within their major to cultivate dialogue
around social-justice issues in their
communities. The course requirements
include Performance and Social Change,
Biblical Theme of Shalom, Community
Arts in Practice, Arts Administration, and
three additional advisor-approved credits in
community-based theatre.
"We didn't make the track a minor,
because we didn't want to give it secondary
status among the work that's being done
in the department," says Instructor of
Theatre Brooke Kiener, '99. "We consider
cornmunitv-based theatre as important as
other work that students and faculty are
doing."
This January, Kiener's Community
Arts in Practice class helped students
from Havermale High School write their
own short plays. Before the Whitworth
students visited Havermale, an alternative
secondary school in Spokane, they
discussed the consequences of poverty,
what it means to be an at, risk teen, and
mentor relationships. At the end of the

term, the'Whitworth students performed
staged readmgs of the plays for the student,
writers at the Museum of Arts & Culture,
and were later asked to perform the plays at
the high school's awards ceremony.
The 2006 Whitworth Writing Rally
also expanded into another dimension
as Kiener worked with Erica Uyehara,
'04, to conduct a special workshop
for sixth-grade students, who wrote
a ballet. Ballet Spokane then chose
music and choreographed a production
of the children's work, Dreams!. The
performance explored classic dream
images and the comical ways in which
people interpret them.
This spring, the Acting I class
participated in a service-learning
project at Mead Middle School. For the
project, eighth-graders wrote descriptive
monologues, which the Whitworth
students performed before a Mead studentbody assembly. The project, which Theatre
Professor Rick Hornor, '70, began last year,
was so well-received at Mead in 2006 that
faculty and students alike requested that
Whitworth do the project again.
Addressing the new programs and
their impact upon individuals as welt
as upon the Whitworth and Spokane
communities, Kiener says, "In theatre,
you have to assume a role and step into
the character's shoes. If you are living
truthfully in those circumstances, you
can't remain unchanged. You can't walk
away from that experience and be the
person you were before."

Students perform The Cherry Orchard,
Whitworth Theatre's spring production.

Acting I student Brian Stenberg, '09, presents
a monologue for an assembly of eighthgraders at Mead Middle School.

A Baliet Spokane dancer graces the stage
during Dreams! in Cowles Auditorium.
14 W'NEWS
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U.S. Poet Laureate Lauds Lamon as
Witter Bynner Fellow
Associate Professor of English Laurie
Lamon, '78, has a "How I Spent My Spring
Break" story that rivals the ambitious
adventures many Whitworth students
undertook during their March hiatus.
Lamon traveled to Washington, D.C.,
where she accepted a $10,000 Witter
Bynner Fellowship from U.S. Poet Laureate
Donald Hall- who calls Lamon "an
exquisite writer of lyrics, writing a musical
poetry that is delicate and pure" - and gave
a reading at the Library of Congress. Each
year, the country's poet laureate selects
two new voices in poetry to receive the
national fellowship. In addition to Lamon,
Hall selected David Tucker, an editor with
the New Jersey Star-Ledger, to receive a
2007 award.
After the Library of Congress fete,
Lamon was interviewed by Grace Cavalieri,
producer and host of ' The Poet and the

Poem," a weekly series distributed from the
Library of Congress via National Public
Radio satellite.
"This is an honor it will take me quite
some while to realize," Lamon says. "I
prize Donald Hall for his work as a poet
and as a man of letters in the truest sense.
He has done so much to support writers
and to support the freedom and service of
the arts."
Lamon is the author of the poetry
collection The Fork Without Hunger
(CavanKerry Press, 2005). She received
an Artist Trust/Washington State Arts
Commission Fellowship in 2005, a Graves
Award in the Humanities in 2002, and a
Pushcart Prize in 200 1 for her poem "Pain
Thinks of the Beautiful Table." Lamon's
work has appeared in the The Atlantic
Monthly, The New Republic, Ploughshares
and other magazines and journals.

Laurie Lamon, '78, reads her poetry at the
Library of Congress.

Witter Bynner was an influential early
Zuth-centurv poet and translator of the
Chinese classic Tao Te Ching. This is the
10th year that Witter Bvnner fellowships
have been awarded. Two things are asked
of the fellows: that each organizes a reading
in his or her hometown and that both
participate in a reading and recording
session at the Library of Congress.
Visit www.whitworrh.edu/whitworthtoday
for video and audio clips from the awards
ceremony.

An Education of
Mind and Art
This cornputerized rendering of the
inside of the new Ernst F. Lied Center for
the Visual Arts is oriented on the main
floor, looking toward the gallery entrance.
Clerestory windows that fun the length
of rhe vaulted roofline will flood the
interior with natural light, illuminating
the entrance to the department office
and the main entrance to the building
(from the sourh/Loop road), to the right
of the gallery doors. Faculry offices and a
long hallway of display cases for studenr
work are on the right, and printmaking,
drawing and painting studios are to the
left. Banks of windows will allow visitors
to see into the studios while artists are
working, and the hall on rhe bottom floor
will promote interaction between floors
from many vantage points throughout the
building. Construction is slated to begin
this spring, with the building dedication
scheduled for fall 2008.
T
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Spokane Superintendent to Join
Whitworth Leadership Team

.I

Whitworth President Bill Robinson
announced recently that Spokane Public
Schools Superintendent Brian L. Benzel
will be the college's new vice president
for finance and administration. Benzel
will join the Whitworth administrative
team this summer. He rose quickly to the
top of an applicant pool that included
senior executives at public and private
universities, Fortune 100 corporations, and
government and nonprofit organizations,

15:

according to Robinson.
"Brian brings a remarkable record of inspired leadership, sound
financial management and unwavering commitment to students,"
Robinson says. "Beyond that, he embraces and exemplifies
the Whitworth mission. Anyone who knows Brian and knows
Whitworth will recognize this as a great fie"
Following Tom Johnson's distinguished 17-vear tenure as the
college's chief financial officer, Benzel will bring 20 years of
CEO~level experience in complex organizations to his new role
of providing financial and operational leadership to Whitworth.
"I've devoted almost every waking hour to accomplishing
ambitious student achievement, capital projects and financial
goals for Spokane Public Schools; this move to Whitworth is an
extension of that work in a new role and with new relationships,"
Benzel says. "1 am humbled and honored to work with the
Whitworth community to help shape the minds and hearts of
young people to follow Christ's lead in serving the world."
As superintendent of Spokane Public Schools, Benzel has
led the second- largest school district in the state, with 5,000
employees serving 30,000 students. Previously, he served in
senior administrative roles with Seattle Public Schools, Voyager
Expanded Learning, Edmonds School District, and Mead School
District. In 1993, he was named Washington Superintendent of
the Year.
Benzel holds a Ph.D. in educational leadership from
Gonzaga University, a master of public administration from the
University of Washington, and a bachelor of arts in business
from Washington State University. He has been an adjunct
faculty member at Gonzaga, Harvard, Seattle Pacific and
Whitworth, where he taught school finance m the 1980s.
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Local Boy Makes Good
Spokane native Jess Walter, an awardwinning author and a "ridiculously talented
writer;' according to The New York Times,
signs an autograph for a Whitworth fan
during a recent visit to the college. Walter
spoke to an appreciative audience about
"Fiction Writing and Other Personality
Disorders:' His novel The Zero won the
Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award and
was a National Book Award finalist. His
Citizen Vince earned him the Edgar Award
for best novel, and Every Knee Shall Bow
(re-released as Ruby Ridge) was a finalist
for the PEN Center West Literary Nonfiction
Award. Walter is a career journalist whose
work has appeared in Details, Newsweek,
The Washington Post and The Boston Globe.
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Whitworthians on Ice:
Athletic
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trainers figure into skating championships
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During the Ll.S. Figure Skating
Championships, held in Spokane in
January, 13 Whitworth students joined
teams of doctors, athletic trainers and
physical therapists from Group Health to
provide nearly around-the-clock medical
care for competing athletes.
"OUf athletic-training students learned
about sports psychology from a realworld perspective and were able to apply
their knowledge and skills to caring for
some of the world's best figure skaters,"
says Director of the Athletic Training
Education Program Russ Richardson.
The Whitworth students, along with
two students from Eastern Washington
University, worked under the direction of
Ed Reisman, M.D., the medical director
for the championships, who is also a
familv-practice physician and former
competitive skater.

Richardson and other medical and
skating experts instructed the students
about the specific medical, biomechanical
and psychological issues faced by elite
figure skaters, The course covered topics
ranging from conditioning and common
injuries to the anatomy of a double toe
loop. Instruction took place both in the
classroom and on the ice, and included a
simulation of an emergency response to a
serious skating injury.
Students were incorporated into
medical teams that were at rinks ide at
both skating venues, and at a medical suite
in the skaters' official hotel for up to 18
hours a day when skaters were training
or performing. The students assisted
in providing comprehensive medical
care, including initial injury assessment,
application of therapies, first aid, and

~

preventive activities such as stretching
and massage,
The athletic-training personnel were
joined at the championships (at least in
voice) by one of Whitworth's favorite
writers and speakers. The opening
ceremonies featured the Spokane Youth
Orchestra's performance of Vivaldi's
"Winter" (from The Four Seasons), as
well as a recorded reading, by Whitworth
English Professor Leonard Oakland, of
the sonnet Vivaldi wrote to describe the
coldest time of the year. Oakland adapted
the words of the sonnet for the arena
audience, which enjoyed excerpts from
his recording between each of the piece's
three movements.
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Whitworth Ranks No. 32 on Kiplinger's List of
Best Values
Whitworth joins some of the most elite schools in the country in Kiplinger's 2007
rankings of the 50 best values among private liberal-arts universities. The rankings
appeared in the April issue of Kiplinger's Personal Finance magazine and on the Kiplinger
website (www.kiplinger.comftoolsfprivatecolleges).
The California Institute of Technology tops the ranking of best university values,
followed by Yale, Harvard, Rice and Duke. West Coast !chools joining Whitworth m the
top 50 are Stanford University (12), University of Southern California (29), Gonzaga
University (42) and Santa Clara University (44).
"Whitworth's top-50 national ranking in this impressive list of private universities
clearly acknowledges our commitment to offering a top-tier academic environment along
with an excellent financial-aid program," says Dean of Enrollment Services Fred Pfursich.

A Whitworth Legacy:
Grieve family donates memorabilia
Where Whitworth's Grieve Hall
once stood, a grassy, treed area is all that
remained to commemorate Whirworthians
Robert and Claire (McClenney) Grieve.
Now, the
college has a
collection of
memorabilia
to honor the
missionary
couple, who
died by enemy
fire in the
Sudan in 1940.
The Grieves
were
medical
Above: Eleanor Grieve
missionaries,
Ellison (left), wife of Robert
killed by
and Claire's deceased
Italian military
nephew, Matthew Grieve,
forces
while
and volunteer archives
serving
the
assistant and former
Sudan
Interior
Whitworth Professor of
Mission,
Chemistry Hugh Johnston
a nondenominational Protestant missionary
organization. Their memorabilia
collection, recently donated to the
Whitworth archives by their extended
family, includes letters, photographs,
books and maps - and the American flag,
ripped by shrapnel and bullets, that the
Grieves used to signal incoming planes
that they were non-combatant medical
personnel.
t8 WTNEWS

to archives

After attending Whitworth from 1931
to 1933, Robert earned his M.D. from the
University of Oregon School of Medicine
m 1938, and Claire earned her B.A. in
education from Wheaton College in 1935.
The two had been married just four years
when they were killed. Claire was pregnant
with their first child.
"The Grieve donation is significant
to the archives because it pertains to
Whitworth alumni, to Pacific Northwest
Protestant history, and to missions," says
Whitworth Archivist Janet Hauck. "The
donation is distinctive because it combines
objects with manuscripts and photographs
and tells a story that is particularly
poignant."
An online guide to the collection can
be accessed via the Northwest Digital
Archives website at nwda.wsulibs.wsu.
edu. Those interested in viewing the

artifacts should contact Hauck (jhauck@
whitworth.edu).
Right: Whitworth
ArchivistJanet
Hauck holds a 1940
Multnomah School
of the Bible clipping
about Robert and
Claire Grieve. Claire
graduated from the
school in 1939.

Allan Bound for
the Bigs
Whitworth tight end Michael Allan, '07,
is going somewhere no NCAA Division III
player has been since 2003: the National
Football League.
Allan was selected in the 7th round of
the NFL draft by the Kansas City Chiefs.
"Getting drafted by Kansas City IS like
nothing I've ever felt before, and I couldn't
be happier," he says. Allan rs the seventh
player in Whitworth history to be selected
in the NFL draft; the most recent draftee,
Ene Kelly, was tabbed by the pros in 1972.
The 6'6", 255-pound Allan broke records
and raked in the honors at Whitworth.
He was instrumental in the Pirates' 2007
Northwest Conference championship as
well as in their first-round playoff victory.
An invitee to the Hula Bowl and the East,
West Shrine Game (he chose the latter),
he also participated in the 2007 NFL
Combine, where scouts assessed his and
other pro prospects' skills and potential.
"Mike is an outstanding young man,"
says Whitworth Head Football Coach
John Tully. "He comes from a great family
with wonderful values, and it
shows through in all aspects of
his life. He is exactly what the
NFL needs."
Allan reported for duty at the
Chiefs' rookie camp in mid-May.
Fer mere infomwtion about
Allan's accoml)lishmenrs, see
www.whitwcrrth.edu/whitwcrrthroday.

Faculty, Seniors Battle for Dodgeball Supremacy
This spring, 11 faculty members competed in a dodgeball tournament against a
team of Whitworth seniors in Graves Gym. The students emerged victorious with five
wins and two losses. Down but not out, the faculty challenged the seniors to one final
championship game.
"We banded together and did a little strategizing," says Assistant Professor of
Communication Studies Alan Mikkelson, '00. "We collected all the balls, then unleashed
them on the students at the same time. The onslaught knocked out three of their best
players, giving the faculty the advantage they needed to bring home the championship. It
just goes to show that age and wisdom can overcome youth and skill."
Several of the faculty turned in award-worthy performances: Head Shot Award (for
shots received, not inflicted), Ron Pyle (Communication Studies); Master-StrategiaerGuy Award, Jack Bums (SGCM); Dodge, Duck, Dip and Dive Award, Toby Schwarz
(Kinesiology & Athletics); and the Rocket Arm Award, Scott McQuilkin, '84
(Athletics). The entire faculty team merited the Cannon Fodder Award.

Whitwarth alums, send your favorite fun-foculty memories to tmitchell@whitworth.edu.
We'll share your responses in the next issue of Whitworth Today.
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Philosophy professor Forrest Baird prepares to
launch a zinger.

Commencement Weekend
Honors Last Graduates of
Whitworth College

Lamott Shares Laughter, Deep Faith
Anne Lamott, sometimes characterized as an "alternative
Christian writer;' brought her particular brand of faith,
hope, humor and unrelenting honesty to a rapt Whitworth
audience this spring. Perhaps best known for Traveling
Mercies, a collection of her autobiographical essays on
faith, Lamott is also the author of six novels and four
other volumes of nonfiction. She has been honored with a
Guggenheim Fellowship, and has taught at the University
of California at Davis as well as at writing conferences
across the country. Lamott's online diary, Word by Word,
on salon.com, was named The Best ofthe Web by Time
Magazine. Her latest essay collection, Grace (Eventually):
Thoughts on Faith, was released in March.

More than 600 candidates for bachelor's
and master's degrees became the last graduates
of Whitworth College over Commencement
Weekend, May 19-20.
Graduating seniors and their families
gathered at the Spokane Veterans Memorial
Arena to hear Dale Soden, professor of history,
college historian, and executive assistant to
the president, address George Whitworth's founding vision and
its integral role In both the history of Whitworth College and the
future of Whitworth University.
Soden pointed out that Whitworth University, which will
become the college's official name on July 1, best reflects an
institution with Whitworth's profile of undergraduate, graduate
and international programs. He also emphasized the fact that the
distinctive mind-and-heart mission, liberal-arts focus and warm
interpersonal culture for which Whitworth has long been known
will endure.
Earlier in the weekend, Bill Robinson, completing his 14th
year as Whitworth president, addressed degree recipients of
the college's graduate programs in education and business,
including the first graduates of the Whitworth Master of Business
Administration Program. And preaching at the baccalaureate
ceremony was Dave Hillis, executive director of Tacoma's
Northwest Leadership Foundation, which has partnered with
Whitworth on the Act Six Leadership and Scholarship Initiative
to develop young urban leaders as agents of change on campus
and in their communities. (See feature on Page 6.)
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Whitworth Teams Win Five of Nine
Awards in Business- Plan Competition

Whitworth students put their business acumen to the test and
won big in this spring's Hogan Entrepreneurial Leadership Program
Business Plan Competition. The competition, the largest of its
kind in the Inland Northwest, is of,?ento students from Whitworth,
Gonzaga, Eastern Washington and"Washmgton State. This year, 44
teams submitted plans and vied for $42,500 in total cash awards. Of
the nine winning teams, four were from Whitworth; a fifth winning team comprised two
Whitworth students and a Gonzaga student.
Daniel Belko, '07, and Lewis Turner, '08 (pictured above), took first place and won the
$7,500 Avista Social Impact Award for their Cool Water Bike Shop, run by and for at-risk
teenagers. The shop would operate in collaboration with Cup of Cool Water, a Spokane
outreach ministry for homeless youth, founded by Mark Terrell, '94.
The other winning Whitworth team" Tim Coughlin and Sean Thompson, both '08,
won $3,500 and second place for Dominion Trading Company, a coffee-roasting business
that benefits Ethiopian coffee growers; Darien Brown, '06, Brennan McQuerry, '07, and
Margi Begalka (Gonzaga) won a second-place award and $3,500 for Global NeTutors,
Inc., which provides Internet-based English-language classes; Emilie Olsen and Dustin
Smith, both '08, won yet another second-place award, and $5,000, for HillGhillie Corp.,
which produces cost-effective material for camouflage clothing; Mark Baker, '09, was a
third-place winner, garnering a $2,500 award for Food Runner Delivery, which offers food
delivery from better restaurants to homes and offices.
Whitworth faculty from the School of Global Commerce & Management guided the
teams. The Hogan competition is presented annually by Gonzaga in collaboration with
Whitworth's SGCM and EWU's Center for Entrepreneurial Activities.

A New Look at the Old West
Simpson-Duvall Lecturer Quintard Taylor,Jr., spoke at
Whitworth this spring about the influence of African
Americans on the growth of the Pacific Northwest. Taylor
is the Scott and Dorothy Bullitt Professor of American
History at the University of Washington and the author
of numerous articles and books about African-American
history in the American West. His book In Search ofthe
Racial Frontier: African American West, 1528-1990,
was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in history.
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Assistant Professor of Physics Kamesh Sankaran

Physics Department
Receives National
Citation for Increase
in Physics Majors
The American Association of Physics
Teachers recently presented an AAPT
Special Presidential Citation Award to the
Whitworth Physics Department for the
exemplary increase in its number of majors.
The number of physics majors at
Whitworth has increased 600 percent in
the last 10 years, from 11 m 1997 to 60 in
2006. Whitworth's steady increase bucked
a national trend from 1997-2002, when
the number of physics majors in the U.S.
was declining.
"The United States' failure to produce
enough scientists and engineers has
reached a crisis level; there is a great
need to encourage young minds to
pursue physics," says Richard Stevens,
Ph.D., associate professor of physics and
department chair.
Stevens attributes the rise in numbers at
Whitworth to several changes the physics
department has implemented, including a
heightened emphasis on research and the
integration of student projects into classes.
The AAPT IS the leading organization
for physics educators, with more than
10,000 members worldwide.

IN

MEMORIAM

Frank Houser
Professor Emeritus of Sociology Frank
Houser, who taught at Whitworth

from

1959-1987, died in January after a long
bout with Alzheimer's disease. He was

86. He received his B.A. from Houghton
CoIlege (NY) in 1943, served as a U.S.
Navy officer in the Pacific during WWll,

Evelyn Smith

and went on to Columbia University,
where he earned an M.A. in sociology

Whitworth Associate Professor Emeritus
of Religion Evelyn Smith, 92, died May 7
in Arden Hills, Minn. Smith taught at
Whitworth from 1944-1981. When asked

in 1948 and a Ph.D. in 1974. Houser,
who came to Whitworth from Wheaton College in 1959, served as department

about his former colleague, Whitworth

Is Not Enough, a Jan Term course on relationships
Helen, for many years.

Theology Professor Roger Mohrlang spoke
of his and his wife's affection and respect for
Smith. "Dottie and I have warm memories
of Evelyn as an extremely positive, kind,

encouraging person," Mohrlang said, "She
loved Whitworth College and her church
(Millwood Presbyterian) and was deeply
committed to both." Mohrlang fondly
remembered a long-ago conversation with
Smith in which she reassured him that the
college was in good hands: "Roger,' she said
at one point, with her trademark smile, 'this

college belongs to Christ - Christ's people
have been praying for it for years. m Smith is
survived by her sister, Marjorie Douse, her
brother, in-law, her sister-in-law, and
numerous nieces and nephews and their

children. Memorial gifts may be sent to the
Evelyn Smith Scholarship at Whitworth.

chair and taught many sociology courses at the college; according to his

coIleague Bob Clark, the most popular of Houser's classes may have been Love
that he taught with his wife,

"What a multi-dimensional man he was," says Clark. "Well into his seventies
Frank played the cello, often accompanied by Helen on the piano in beautiful
duets. And he was a remarkable tenor in the faculty quartet and the Whitworth
Community

Presbyterian Church Choir." Houser was also an avid tennis

player (often hitting the courts with his longtime friend and colleague Howard
Redmond, now professor emeritus of religion), a dedicated basketball player,
and a tireless booster of Whitworth Athletics - especially basketball. Even
during the later stages of his illness, he was usually to be found in the fieldhouse
stands on game nights, supporting the Bucs, with his wife by his side.
Houser prized his seasons of teaching and studying in China, and for
many years the Housers hosted and supported a variety of students and
religious leaders from that country.
Houser is survived by his wife of 60 years, Helen, '82, their children,

David, '74, Douglas,'77, James, and Jacqueline (Faoro), eight grandchildren,
and several nieces and nephews.

Memorial gifts may be made to Whitworth

Community Presbyterian Church, to strengthen its connection with the
Presbyterian churches in China, or to Whitworth College Athletics, toward a
new sound system for the fieldhouse.

Grace Cunningham
Grace Cunningham,

who was married to Whitworth

Professor Emeritus of History Homer

Cunningham for more than 60 years, died Dec. 29 in Seattle. Her husband preceded her in death. She
received her B.S. from Greenville

College,

in Illinois, and her M.A. in guidance and counseling

from

Washington University in Sr. Louis. She served as dean of women at Greenville College before moving
to Spokane, where she became director of student services for the Spokane School District and was
named Administrator of the Year for the state of Washington. She is survived by her daughter, Ann
Putnam, and son-in-law, and by two grandsons, a granddaughter, a niece, and two nephews.
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DEATHS
werner Rosenquist, '40, died
Jan. 12. A lifelong resident
of Spokane, he was the owner of Empire Lines
and All World Travel, companies that specialize
in local, national and international tours.
Rosenquist was a member of Whitworth's board
of trustees from 1950 until his death and was
president oIThe Whitworth Foundation from
1972 to 1989. He was honored in March 2006
for his life of service to Whitworth. He is survived
by his wife, Gladys Hawley Rosenquist, '42;
his daughter, Ann Rosenquist Campagna,
and her husband, Dave; his sons and their
spouses, Terry and Karen Hoene Rosenquist,
Mark and Reiko Yoshitomo Rosenquist and
Tracy Rosenquist; seven grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. Robert McGrath, a
member of the Class of 1945 (though he did
not graduate from Whitworth), died Feb. 3. He
taught biology and worked in special-education
administration at Franklin High School, in
Seattle. McGrath was well known at Northwest
stadiums from the 1950s through the '90s for
singing the national anthem at ball games. He
also appeared regularly with the Seattle Opera
and Seattle Symphony. For 17 years, he was
director of music at First Presbyterian Church
in Bellevue, Wash. He is survived by his wife of
63 years, Sally; two daughters, including Kathie
(McGrath) Colwell, '69, and her husband,
Steve Colwell, '69; five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren. Harold Wimpy, '49,
died Oct. 26. He served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II and the Korean War. Following his
years in the military, he returned to Spokane
and worked in home construction with his father
and brother until 1956. For the next 30 years,
he worked for Washington Water Power (Avista),
until his retirement. He is survived by his wife,
Elaine (Jenkins) Wimpy, '49, two sons, three
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, one
brother, and several nieces and nephews. Annie
(Stueckle) Walker, a member of the Class
of 1949 (though she did not graduate from
Whitworth), died Dec. 1. She is survived by her
husband, two children, her sister, Ruth Gwinn,
and two grandchildren.
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Alum Finishes Strang
in Iran man Triathlon
Keats McGonigal, '01, racer No. 1643,
triumphantly carries a Hawaiian flag as
he finishes his first World Championship
Ironman race, on Oct. 21, in Hawaii. An
Ironman competitor must endure three
segments: a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile
bicycle ride, and a 26.2-mile run. Coached
by Scott Ward, '86, McGonigal qualified
for the World Championships during an
lronman race in Coeur d'Alene, where more
than 2,000 competitors vied for one of the
80 world-championship qualifying spots.
For more on McGonigal's journey, read
the complete story by Jeff Wilson, '08, in
Whitworth's student-produced online alumni
magazine, Transitions (www.whitworth.eduj
transitions).

5OS

stan Johnson, '50, has
written a book, The Milwaukee
Road's Western Connection: The Building of a
Transcontinental Railroad. Johnson is the author
of several other railroad books. The Milwaukee
Road's Western Connection includes rich
historical details and interesting vignettes of life
in railroad construction during the first few years
of the 1900s. The text is supplemented with
more than 400 photographs and author-drawn
diagrams explaining some of the more complex
engineering hurdles that early builders faced.
For more information about this publication,
visit www.museumni.org.

DEATHS
Henry Schalock, '51, died Dec. 3. Following his
graduation from Whitworth, he earned a Ph.D.
in educational psychology and measurement
from the University of Nebraska. In 1966,
he began working at the Teaching Research
Institute at Western Oregon University. For the
next 40 years, he worked tirelessly to improve
education through research and development
in the areas of teaching, learning and teacher
preparation. He was the recipient of numerous
awards, including the Pastega Lifetime Faculty
Scholarship Award, which he received from
Western Oregon University in 2DOO. He is
survived by his wife, a daughter and son, two
brothers, including Robert Schalock, '62, one
Sister,four grandsons, one great-grandson,
and many nieces and nephews. Muneaki
Maeda, '54, died April 5,2006. He is survived
by his wife, Teiko Maeda. Eugene Dord, '55,
died Dec. 14. He served for more than 30
years as a teacher, Vice-principal, principal,
counselor and coach at schools in Othello,
Wash. In 1974, he was honored with the
Othello Teacher of the Year Award and was a
runner-up for the Washington State Teacher
of the Year. He is survived by his wife, three
children, four sisters and nine grandchildren.
Dale Grover, '56, died Feb. 6. During his 48
years in ministry, he served as a pastor in
churches located throughout Minnesota and as
a missionary in East Africa, England, Scotland
and Europe with International Missions, Inc. He
is survived by his wife, one daughter, five sons,
six grandchildren, one brother and two sisters.
William Stewart, '56, died Nov. 29. He served
in the U.S.Air Force before beginning a teaching
career that lasted 30 years. He is survived
by a daughter and son, four granddaughters
and five great-grandchildren. Marvin Adams,
'57, died Jan. 30. During his 37-year career in
education, he was a classroom teacher, school
counselor, principal, superintendent, district
superintendent, and county superintendent of
schools, working in Washington and California.
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Gilstrap graduated from Whitworth with a major in
international political economy and then earned her master's
degree in politics from the Universiry of Edinburgh, in 2002.
She has also been a researcher in enterprise, finance and
transport as well as a campaigner for the Conservative Party in
the Scottish Parliament.
While a student at Whitworth, Gilstrap participated in
study-abroad programs including Core 250 in Europe, Political
Economy of the Baltic States, and Asian Philosophy.
"The programs exposed me to different cultures and ideas,"
Gilstrap says. "They widened my horizons significantly and
helped me to put my academic pursuits into a real context."
Whitworth professors also encouraged Gilstrap to participate
in a summer program that combined courses in British politics
and public policy at the London School of Economics with an
internship with a member of parliament. That experience led
her to graduate school in Scotland.
Now, Gilstrap says, she pursues the two activities most
important to her outside her everyday workplace: working with
college students at her church, and bringing together faith and
mainstream politics in the United Kingdom.
"I think that both of these priorities are rooted in my time at
Whitworth," Gilstrap says. "Leading small groups led me to my
current work with students. Academic courses that challenged
me to think seriously about how my faith influenced all other
areas of life led me to the conclusion that my faith must have
something to say about politics, too."

Faith and Politics a Natural
Mix for Gilstrap
by Leah Silvieus, '07
Julie Gilstrap, '01, a policy
advisor for the Association of
Scotland's Colleges, points to
the relationships and studyabroad experiences she gained
as a Whitworth student as the
inspiration for her involvement in
international politics.
"At Whitworth, I learned to
think critically and to ask the
~
right questions," Gilstrap says.
"I learned to take seriously the
I impact that my faith had on my approach to politics, and I
improved my writing skills. But I think that the most important
thing I learned was how to deal with people. Ultimately, what
you know is not nearly as important as your relationships, both
, personal and professional."
The Association of Scotland's Colleges is the representative
} body for the country's publicly funded colleges. Gilstrap builds
j up the organization's lobbying base, works with the Scottish
government to improve policy and funding related to colleges,
and forges links between the college and business sectors.
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Adams was the fifth-leading all-time scorer in
basketball for Whitworth, with 1,457 points.
He was inducted into Whitworth's Athletics Hall
of Fame in 2006. He is survived by his wife,
Patricia (Walsh) Adams, '58; one daughter;
two sons, Brad Adams, '81, and Barry Adams,
'83; a brother and sister; five grandchildren
and several nieces and nephews. Karl Bock,
'57, died Jan. 3, 2005. A retired U.S. Navy
commander, he is survived by his Wife,two
sons and a sister. Richard Hoadley, '58,
died Aug. 25. Following his graduation from
Whitworth and from San Francisco Theological
Seminary, he was a Presbyterian minister for
five years and then taught high school for 30
years in Petaluma, Calif. He is survived by his
Wife,two sons, his mother, a sister and brother,
and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.
Verle "Bonnie" (Segur) Sherman, '58, died
Dec. 7. FollOWingher marriage, in 1963, she
was a caseworker for the State of Washington
Department of Social and Health Services, in
Seattle. A career in real-estate finance followed
and, at the time of her retirement in early 2006,
she was a supervisor for the unemployment
section of the State of Washington Employment
Security Department. She is survived by her
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husband, a son and daughter, two brothers and
two grandchildren.

605

1964 Shirley (Mulford)
Antak lives in Spokane and
enjoys the dual role of educator and artist.
She is the illustrator of a new children's book,
Until We MeetAgain, which deals with memorymaking, important relationships, loss and
healing. The book is due to be published early
this summer. Shirley and her husband, Ed, enjoy
making memories with their 16-month-old
granddaughter, Addy.
DEATHS
Gail (Huntriss) Bolton died March 28 in
Spokane. Born in Canada and raised in
Bellingham, Wash., she attended Whitworth
in 1959-60, majoring in art. After her 1960
marriage to Harvey Bolton, '61, who joined
the college's board of trustees in 1994, she
devoted herself to raising her family and was
deeply involved in church activities, gardening
and painting. She is survived by her husband;
her children, Cheryl Williams, Bill Bolton, '94,
and Jill Rogers; her sister; three grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. Sandra (Bishop)
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Demko, '60, died Oct. 25. She taught school
and was a counselor at several Washington
state schools until her retirement in 1991.
She is survived by a daughter, two sons, two
grandchildren, one sister and two brothers.
Grace (Olson) Frederick, '63, died Jan.
24. A lifelong resident of Spokane, she was
an elementary-school teacher for 26 years
before retiring in 1989. She is survived by her
husband of 58 years, Albert Frederick, '70;
two daughters and four grandchildren, including
Bryan Depew, '04 (and his wife, Tara (LaShaw)
Depew, '02), and current Whitworth student
Derek Taylor, '07. Alan Kaul, '64, died Dec. 22.
During a career that spanned 33 years, Kaul
produced hundreds of stories for NBC Nightiy
News, The Today Show and the MSNBC cable
network. He won numerous journalistic honors,
sharing in NBC's two Edward R. Murrow awards
for his work on the coverage of MotherTeresa's
death in 1997 and the 2003 arrest of serial
snipers who terrorized residents of Washington,
D.C. He also won an Overseas Press Club Award
for coverage of the 1999 crisis in Kosovo.
He is survived by his wife, four children, and
four grandchildren. Leota (Clinesmith) Jantz,
'66, died Dec. 7. She taught at Washington
state schools in Harrington, Odessa, Walla
WT CLASS NOTES 23

CLASS

t

no es

Art Professor Emeritus Is Still Going Strong
by Blair Tellers, '08
Blue, red and yellow beams of light glide in diagonal bars
from the staggered panels of a stained-glass window gracing the
southeast wall of Whitworth's dining hall. The vibrancy of the
window's hues changes from dull to blinding, depending on
the time of day. Shifting rays of colors tint the faces of students
dining below.
Walter "Spike" Grosvenor, '63, who taught at Whitworth
from 1968 through 1999, created the window. "When you're in
the room," he says, "imagine you were in a helicopter,

hovering

proud, Grosvenor says, is the recent installation

of several

18' x 5' windows (pictured above) in his home church,
Millwood Community

Presbyterian, in Spokane. Grosvenor

grew up in this neighborhood and watched bricklayers build
the church in the 1950s.
Susan Kim, '89, owner of Reflections Stained Glass, in
Spokane Valley, and the creator of numerous works for the
Davenport

Hotel and Tower, collaborated

with Grosvenor on

right above the cross on the window, looking straight down

the church commission and constructed the windows using
Grosvenor's designs. "Spike is one of the greatest men I've

from the top. There are abstract suggestions

ever known," Kim says.

in the window, like

a crown of thorns."
Grosvenor originated Whitworth's stained-glass program
during his 31 years as an art professor, and the HUB window
was a parting gift to his alma mater.
During his decades at Whitworth, Grosvenor treated his
students with the same compassion

and constructive

criticism

that his Whitworth professors had shown him, always
encouraging his students to be inquisitive and open-minded,
"I learn more from my failures," Grosvenor says. "I always
taught my students that they would learn more from their
mistakes than from the things that fell together perfectly."
One of the artistic accomplishments

of which he is most

"The way

he treats people is fabulous,

and he's an amazing artist. He's pretty much the reason that

I'm doing what 1do today."
Grosvenor believes that everyone has the potential for

artistic creativity, and he delighrs in sharing his knowledge
with anyone who wants to learn.
"One of the things I always tried to do was to convince

art, they could still do some very nice things," he says. "They
just needed to have some confidence.

I mean this from the

bottom of my heart: I had the best job in the world teaching
those fabulous kids."
For the compere swry, vis;' Whitworth's student-produced online

-_..-_----~-----------------,~
alumni magazine, Transitions (Ui'WW.whirworth.edu/rransitioru).

24 WT CiASS NOTES

my

students that even though they didn't have a background in

----------------------------Walla, Ritzville and Lind until her retirement in
2003. She is survived by her husband, Gary
Jantz, '65; her daughter, Dione Jantz, '93; her
son; a brother, Roy Clinesmith, '67; a sister;
and numerous nieces and nephews. Charles
DeVore, '67, died Oct. 28. He was a clinical
psychologist in MUkilteo, Wash., handling issues
involving substance abuse, anger management,
and troubled children and families. He is
survived by his wife, one daughter, and four
grandchildren.
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1970 Marilyn Hoyt is living
in Pelham, N.Y.,and is the
president and CEO of the New York Hall of
Science. She is currently .e-consulting on a
$400-million campaign for Germany's only
private university and has just completed a
chapter on the Estonian National Zoo for the
World Encyclopedia of Zoos.
1972 Carol (Isaac) Reineck received an
endowed professorship appointment from the

www.whitworth.edujalumni
University ofTexas Health Science Center at the
San Antonio School of Nursing.
1973 Sherry (Barngrover) Krebs was awarded
the Stanley Lifetime Achievement Award, in
the professional division, by the board of
directors at Wenatchee's Performing Arts Center.
Krebs has been an elementary-school music
teacher for the past 18 years. She is currently
a percussionist for the Wenatchee Valley
Symphony, and she performs with a variety of
musical and theatrical groups.
1975 David Hunter was installed as pastor of
Brookings Presbyterian Church, in Brookings,
Ore., on March 11.
1978 Karen (Blair) Irwin is living in Monmouth,
III., and, after 22 years in higher education,
is now the payroll processor at a small rural
hospital. Her husband, John, has served as
pastor at Heritage U.P.Church of Monmouth
for the past 12 years. In June 2006, their son,
Patrick, graduated from Cornell College, in Mt.
Vernon, Iowa.
1979 Barbara Wunderlich is a retired civilian
Navy counselor and
retired USAR lieutenant
colonel. Dan and Leigh
(Becker) Snodgrass are
living in Atlanta, and have
just celebrated their first
anniversary as owners of
a gourmet coffeehouse.
Visit their website at
www.firenzecoffee.com.

Soccer-Club Stars, Coach Convene in U.A.E.
Last February, stars from the Whitworth Soccer Club of the
late '70s and early '80s gathered in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. Abdullah Bin Jebreen, '81 (right), and Mosaad Driss,
'83 (second from left), flew in from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
and Mohammed Abdul Karim Julfrar, '79 (left), welcomed
them to his city. Joining the players was Whitworth Sociology
Professor Emeritus Don Liebert, who coached the team in
the days before soccer became a varsity sport at the college.
Teammates shared old stories, including one concerning the
fact that Mosaad was red-carded (to the players' still-unabated
annoyance) in a loss to Eastern Washington University. Liebert,
on his way to his next teaching adventure, at Forman Christian
College, in Lahore, Pakistan, enjoyed seeing his former players
and received a great deal of good-natured ribbing about his
failed retirement.

DEATHS
Connie (D'Andrea)
Silvernail, '71, died
Feb. 22. Following
her graduation from
Whitworth, she began
her teaching career in
Wallace, Idaho, and then
taught at a variety of
schools in Washington
before illness forced
her retirement. She is
survived by her husband,
a brother and sister,
and several extendedfamily members. Thomas
Wegeleben, '77, died
Jan. 1. For 23 years,
he worked for Kitsap
Physicians Services,
in Bremerton, Wash.,
and was a systems and

operations manager at the time of his death.
He is survived by his mother, Ruth (Baldwin)
Wegeleben, '43, two brothers, a foster brother
and sister, a niece and nephew, three great
nieces and nephews, and numerous aunts,
uncles and cousins.
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1980 Philip Pannell is a
clinical psychologist practicing
in Arcadia, Calif. Richard Anderson is enjoying
his third year of retirement and living on the
central Oregon coast with his wife, Janet. He
taught for 25 years in Anchorage.
1981 Jeongseon Rhee is chairperson of the
tourism department of Keimyung College,
in Daegu, South Korea. Deborah (Dunn)
Fredericks has written a second novel, Too
Many Princes, that will be published this fall by
Dragon Moon Press. Fredericks makes her home
in Spokane.
1982 Greg Russell is living in Tacoma, Wash.,
where he enjoys kayaking, yoga, and his 14year-old daughter, Taylor. Noel Castellanos has
assumed the role of associate executive director
of the Christian Community Development
Association, in Chicago, in addition to his
responsibilities as the CCDA institute director.
See more from Noel on Page 30.
1984 Fred and Signe (Schilperoort) Bruner
live in Washington, D.C., where Fred is a foreignservice officer with the U.S. Department of
State. Their two adopted children were born in
Taiwan. Suzanne Ahn is enjoying her work as an
office assistant at the University of Washington
Medical Center, in Seattle.
1985 Timothy Loney is currently on an eightmonth deployment in Iraq, serving as a chaplain
with the Navy Mobile Construction Batallion 18
Drilling Reserve Unit. His wife, Juanita (Buhr)
Loney, has been busy writing, playing the piano,
and keeping fit until his return. Before his
deployment, Loney officiated at the wedding of
the couple's 20-year-old son, Bjorn.
1988 Laurie Ross lives in Spokane with her
two boys, Brandon, 14, and Tyler, 10. She
has opened her own advertising agency, Bliss
Marketing, which specializes in live events
and concerts, with an emphasis on causemarketing efforts.
1989 Dave and Kim (MacDougall, '93) Jewett
and their children, Rachel, Natalie and Logan,
live in Muncie, Ind., where Dave serves as
associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church.
Nancie (Nelson) Struck is teaching high-school
English and theatre arts at Liberty Classical
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Academy, in Maplewood, Minn. Her husband,
Bob, is the associate pastor at Maplewood
Trinity Baptist Church. They have two sons, Nate,
15, and Ben, 12.
BIRTHS
1984 A boy, Samuel, to Fred and Signe
(Schilperoort) Bruner, Nov. 18, 2005
1987 A girl, Esmee Sophia, to Michael and
Holli Eaton, March 1
1988 A girl, Mary Jeanne, to Eric and Jeanne
Henriksen, Nov. 10
DEATHS
Carlton Ashley, '83, died Oct. 4. He earned
his degree in international relations from
Whitworth, where he also played football. He
was a successful producer in Los Angeles. He is
survived by his wife Nancy (Cardwell) Ashley,
'81, and their four children. Randall Krupke,
'83, died Jan. 17. He is survived by a son,
two stepchildren, four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. Heidi (Horvath) Eckles,
'86, died Feb. 19,2005. Prior to becoming a
stay-at-home mom, she was in the construction
industry for 10 years and was president of the
local chapter of the National Association of
Women in Construction in the Phoenix area. She
is survived by her husband, two daughters, and
a brother, John Horvath, '84.
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1991 LaRinda (Utter)
Chapin teaches art to
children in grades 7-10; she also works as an
artist and a mom. Corey Nelson was ordained
and installed as associate pastor at Community
Presbyterian Church in Clarendon Hills, III., in
October 2005. Last year he was a keynote
speaker at Montreat Youth Conferences, in North
Carolina, and preacher for the Synod of the
Sun College Connection. He will also be part
of the music and worship team for the 2007
Presbyterian Youth Triennium.
1992 Kara Meissner is now the advancedplacement-institute secretary for the Bellevue
School District, in Bellevue, Wash. Jean
(Elliott) Hartwich is finishing the K-8 teaching
certification she started at Whitworth. After years
of running her own business, she is happy to be
studying again.
1995 Sean Wescott's band, Boom! Rock
Dernolicious, and Sean himself (aka
Gruvenheimer) have released a debut album,
Fremont. Gruvenheimer is releasing two more
albums and two dance mixes in the next few
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'805/'905 Alumni in Japan Gather for Reunion
A November gathering of five Whitworth alumni and their families in Japan featured an
American Thanksgiving meal and lots of reminiscing after 18 years apart. Pictured with
their families are alumni Yuriko (Ejiri) Barrett, '94; Sean Barrett, '89; Nobuko Tanaka,
'89; Ayako (Tanaka) Hashimoto; and Chikako (Fukaya) Nakajima, '89.

months. His music can be heard at clubs
and dance parties around the world. For
more information, visit wwwrnyspace.com/
gruvenheimer.
1996 Tracy (Stephenson) Ekhardt, her
husband, Bill, and their children have moved
to Des Moines, Iowa, where she is a pediatric
critical-care attending physician at Blank
Children's Hospital. Following the birth of the
Eckhardls' third child, Bill is taking a break from
being a Presbyterian pastor and is a full-time
stay-at-home dad. Lisa (Bartel) O'Donnell
and her husband, Greg, moved to Ogden, Utah,
with their children, Christian, Matraca and Elsa.
Greg was transferred to Hill Air Force Base in
his civilian position as an air-reserve technician,
and Lisa is currently taking time off from work to
stay at home with the children.
1997 Jennifer (Heaton) Tachell was appointed
by the governor of Idaho to the Children at Risk
Task Force and is currently the western region
vice president of the Idaho School Counselors'
Association. William Kaufold and his family are
living in Columbia, Mo., where he is beginning
his residency in ophthalmology. Elisabeth
(Hatch) Clarke lives in Belfast, Ireland, where
she met her husband, Paul. She runs Habitat for
Humanity Ireland's Global Village Program. Matt
Hilditch teaches middle-school mathematics
and coaches basketball in the Renton School
District, in Washington. His wife, Julian (Lorin,

'99), has given up the fast-paced world of
teaching kindergarten to be a stay-at-home
mom. CourtneyVin-LaVoie and her husband,
Mark, recently moved to the Las Vegas area,
where she is happy to be a stay-at-home mom
to their preschool daughter, Isabella. Joshua
Bruns and his wife, Tammy (Werner, '96),
have moved back to the Northwest after Joshua
served as pastor of a church in Indiana for
two-and-a-half years. He is now on the pastoral
staff at Congregational Presbyterian Church, in
Lewiston, Idaho. 1998 Sarah (Rice) Meister
and her husband, Marcus, recently moved to
Denver,where they purchased their first home.
Jeff Davis is working for the Washington, D.C.,
Office of Planning.
BIRTHS
1991 A boy, Benjamin Thomas, to Mary
(Ressa) and Thomas Myers, Dec. 2
1994 A giri, Ramona Jane, to Ann
(Brueggemeier) and Kevin Benson, '00, Jan. 21
1995 A girl, Ainsley Olivia, to Todd and Kirstin
(Schmidt, '97) Orwig, April 20
1995 A boy, Gunnar Mayhew, to Heather
(Rempel) and Ramsey Phipps, Dec. 21
1996 A girl, Elsa Mary Catherine, to Lisa
(O'Donnell) and Greg Bartel, July 8, 2005
1996 A boy, Liam Thomas, to Tracy
(Stephenson) and Bill Ekhardt, Dec. 14
1996 A boy, Elijah, to Elizabeth (Presti) and
David McCalmont, April 10,2006
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1997 A boy, Korben James, to Jennifer
(Heaton) and Eric Tachell, March 14,2005
1997 A girl, Avery Renee, to Andy and April
Mitchell, April 20
1997 A boy, Isaac William, to Andrea (Price)
and Jerry Stogsdill, March 3, 2006
1997 A girl, Shiloh Keeton, to Matt and Julian
(Lorin, '99) Hilditch, April 18,2006
1998 A girl, Emma Catherine, to Christian and
Julie Gunter, Aug. 7
1998 A girl, Jenna Mae, to Elizabeth (Slemp)
and Keith Rawls, Nov.2
1998 A girl, Rachel, to Scott and Andrea
(Krogh, '99) Vander Ploeg, Sept. 12
1998 A boy,Jackson Leo, to Ruth (Kaluza) and
Patrick Eichholtz, Nov. 10
1998 Twins,Andrew William and Emily Lenore,
to Jeremy and Shannon Schossow, Sept. 18

1998 A girl, Ruby,to Glynis (Bathum) and Brad
Morris, Dec. 12
1999 A girl, Elisabeth Anne Daehlin, to Nathan
and Lindsay Daehlin Distelhorst, Sept. 19
1999 A girl, Lauren, to Erik and Caitlin Sundin,
Aug. 30
1999 A boy,Jakin Timothy, to Timothy and
Elizabeth (Rodman) Haslet, Jan. 8
1999 A girl, Natalie Colette, to Tyler and Lydia
(Jones, '00) Reid, May 26
1999 A girl, Serenity Marie, to David and
Christin (Hinman) Saugen, Dec. 7
DEATHS
Sue (Packard) Hagman, '90, died Jan. 3.
Following her graduation from Whitworth with
a double major in business and computer
science, she worked in corporate software and

retail sales in Seattle. Her passion for music led
her to sing in choirs at University Presbyterian
Church. Hundreds of friends and family
members shared in Sue's three-year battle with
cancer via regular e-mail newsletters. Sue and
her family established a scholarship endowment
in her name at Whitworth that will support
students whose lives have been touched by
cancer. She is survived by her husband and
three children. William McCormick, '90,
died Nov.4. In 1996, he began working as a
long-haul trucker for several companies and
at the time of his death was an independent
trucker in Kentucky. He is survived by his wife,
two daughters, his parents, two brothers, and
numerous aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.

Stephens Works to Protect
Society's Most Vulnerable

Stephens' experiences at Whitworth also offered her
international perspectives about poverty and injustice.
She spent one summer working for a youth program at
Bermondsev, in London, England, with a team of three
by Leah Silvieus, '07
Whitworth Diakonia volunteers. She also participated in a
semester-long study program in France and the former Soviet
While at Whitworth, Sarah Stephens, '78, discovered an
Union. These experiences exposed her to the problems
interest in examining the global problems of poverty, violence
of global poverty and helped her
and injustice through the light of faith.
demystify the world behind what was
"I learned that God is on the side of
then known as the "Iron Curtain."
the poor and that our greatest Christian
"I gained an understanding that all
responsibility is to respect, support and
human societies have strengths and
defend the most downtrodden and forgotten
weaknesses, including my own, and
in our own society and throughout the
that most people love their countries
world," Stephens says.
and cultures regardless of how they feel
Stephens graduated from Whitwotth with
about the government under which
a major in political studies and is currently
they live," Stephens says. "I learned
~ the chief of party for Creative Associates
that human beings have far more in
!
International, a commercial technicalcommon than what divides them."
assistance company in Washington, D.C.
After graduating from Whitworth,
Living in Tirana, Albania, she manages a
Stephens earned a master of divinity
six-year $7-million USAID field program
Stephens sings with the Genti Rushi jazz trio at
from San Francisco Theological
~ that assists Albanian civil society and local
Take Five jazz club in Tirana, Albania.
Seminary in 1986. She has also
government leaders in combatting the
1 trafficking of women and children in the country.
worked for other social-justice organizations, including
Amnesty International's USA Western Region in San
The best aspect of her job, Stephens says, is "working with local
Francisco, the PCUSA Committee on Social Witness Policy,
partners to envision new solutions to stop human trafficking,
and to deepen commitment and cooperation among Albanians
the International Catholic Migration Commission, and the
. to make their country a place that protects the most vulnerable
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, where she served as an
independent consultant to migrant-rights organizations,
members of their society."
At Whitworth, Stephens gained many skills that aid her career
"Whitworth gathered together remarkable people of
today: cultivating an attitude of lifelong learning, thinking about
compassion, commitment, vulnerability, playfulness and
problems through a multidisciplinary approach, learning to live
intelligence," Stephens says, "This Christian community
in community, and seeking to understand others' beliefs as well as
nurtured people in the faith by pushing us to explore the
one's own.
unfamiliar, to critically analyze our own dogmas, and to
respect differences."
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Strom Plies Trades from Jerusalem to
New York City to Hollywood
by Tad Wisenor, '89
From performing as Jesus Christ in Jerusalem
making Fred Astaire dance with a vacuum to
producing cutting-edgemedia "mobisodes," alumnus
Gregory Strom, '80, has come a long way from
the football field in the Pine Bowl, his primary
to

destination

when he chose Whitworth.

Offered

scholarships at Whitworth and the University
of Washington, Strom chose to play for Heritage
Gallery Hall of Fame coach Hugh Campbell.
However, Campbell went ro the CFL following
Strom's freshman season, leaving the young studentathlete with a choice to make.
.

discovered

By

then, Strom had

"the dynamic intellectual

community

at

Whitworth, and I knew I needed that. Whitworth challenged me about basic core
questions, and that kept me there."
Though he majored in journalism, it was Strom's interest in theater that took

him to Washington, D.C., following graduation. He co-produced a Nativity
play there, on the White House ellipse. A meeting with then-Prime Minister of
Israel Menachim Begin secured him an invitation to bring a similar production
to Bethlehem, and to produce a Passion play in Jerusalem. For two years, Strom
played the role of jesus Christ for three hours a night, six nights a week. "Orthodox
Jews would throw stones and spit on me, while others touched my clothing when I
walked the streets. It was a very polarizing story," Strom says.
When ,the play closed due to the advent of war in Beirut, Strom and his wife, Sue

(Houck, 80), moved to New York City, where he began producing music videos
even before the advent of MTV A move to L.A. led to work in feature films and
commercials.

In 15 years with his current company, Strom Magallon Entertainment

St~om ~nd his business partner have helped pioneer computer-graphic-imaging
animation for commercials; their work includes the award-winning Fred Astaire
Dirt Devil commercial that debuted during the 1997 Super Bowl.
Today, Strom works on the cutting edge of new media, producing everything
from 10~second commercials to one-minute episodes of downloadable content for

videophones and handheld devices. "Film is different than it used to be; the breadth
is different," Strom says. "The marketplace will now support a whole host of new
artistic ways of using film and film techniques."
l(

"T~egreatest gift I received from Whitworth was to think critically," he says.
Whitworth gave me tools to make decisions and choices at times when things are

not clear." Strom was highly influenced by Whitworth's

late president Ed Lindaman

and his wife, Geraldine, and by faculty members AI Gray and Ron White. He also
credits Professor of English Leonard Oakland with helping him through a difficult
time when he was recovering from a football injury - and with contributing to his
happy marriage. HI couldn't get up and walk, and Leonard came to visit me in my
dorm room. When I was at my lowest, he was very kind to me. Leonard also had
several conversations with my girlfriend and helped her understand me, and we
have been married now for almost 25 years."
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2000 Mary Scheuerman
married Charles Rhoeden on
March 18. The Rhoedens are making their home
in Bartow, Fla. Becky Fulton married Mike Waller
on Feb. 10. Fulton received her masters degree
in teaching in 2005 and currently teaches AP
English in Puyallup, Wash.
2001 Alisha Simchuk married Shane Westby
on Aug. 6. They live in the Kent, Wash., area,
where Alisha is a science teacher and Shane
is a math teacher and athletics director. Kevin
Germer is the pastor of Christ Presbyterian
Church, in Richmond, Va. Annie Schiewe
married Dan Forrester on Nov. 4 in Portland,
Ore. Oaryn Wiese is working toward his doctor
of chiropractic degree at Palmer College of
Chiropractic, in Davenport, Iowa. His wife, Darla
(lewis, '04), is working on her master's degree
in intercultural communication at the University
of New Mexico, Albuquerque.
2002 Stephanie (Stern) Carlson and her
husband, Benjamin, moved to Clarkston, Wash.,
where she is the district executive for the
Boy Scouts of America. Majid Tanas recently
received the Spokane Pharmacy Association's
2006 Student Pharmacist of the Year Award.
Chris and Kalika (low) Stanton live in
Panama, where they work as teachers and
missionaries at Crossroads Christian Academy, a
private Christian school.
2003 lonelyn tangensteln was selected to be
a young artist with the Connecticut Lyric Opera
Company for the 2006-07 season. Langenstein
sang the role of the Queen of the Night in an
abridged version of Mozart's Magic Flute; she
also played Barbarina in Le NOlle di Figaro and
Juliette in Gounod's Romeo et Juliette.
2004 Carla lorae DePriest is in her second
year of law school at Duke University. Brandon
Comella, '06, married Anna Shakarian on
Dec. 16. The couple lives in Spokane. Aimee
Goodwin ran the 2006 Marine Corps Marathon
and works for Express, a publication of The
Washington Post. Gene Emmans married
Sarah Mclaughlin on Dec. 30 in Philadelphia.
The newlyweds are currently graduate students
at Harris Graduate School at the University of
Chicago. Kathleen Carler, '04, and lames M.
Singleton III, '05, were married on June 10
2006 in Honolulu. Alicia Hooton, and Kati~
Thompson, '05, were in the wedding party, and
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June 22-24

Reunions for the classes of 1947, 1952,
1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977 and 1982.
and the very first joint reunion for all
alumni who have ever participated
Central/Latin

Crystal Bryan, '06, Leiann (Akau) Hass, '86,
Richard Hass, '84, Clint Lacaden, '01, Will
and Rachel (Shim) Mather, both '00, Kei Omo,
'00, Elizabeth Strauch, and Nicole Uehara
were in attendance. The groom is the son of
Sara Singleton, '98, and Whitworth Trustee
James M. Singleton. The couple currently lives
in Spokane, where James freelances as a DJ
and writer. Kathleen is a group counselor with
the Recovery House at Excelsior Youth Center.
2005 Mall Hecht married Gretchen Cook
on Aug. 26. They live in Kingman, Ariz. Valin
(Simonsen) Wells and her husband, Jonathan,
continue to live in the diverse city of Leicester,
England. Jonathan works for a small logistics
company and Valin is a teaching assistant
in French-language classes. Paul Ranheim
returned from Guatemala after spending three
months studying Spanish, traveling and working
in a village. Erin Saxton recently graduated from
the University of Washington with a masters
degree in professional accounting and is
working for the accounting firm KPMG, LLp in
Seattle. She recently passed all four sections of

l

in the

America Study Program

the CPAexam and, upon completion of required
work hours, will receive her CPA license. Jayleen
Hille lives in Wenatchee, Wash., and works
for Country Insurance and Financial Services
as an assistant to the manager of the Central
Washington area. She performs with the Music
Theatre of Wenatchee, and recently played the
role of Gloria in Thoroughly Modern Millie.
2006 MIM graduate Adrian Schulz is living
in San Diego, where he works with nonprofit
organizations in Latino communities on issues
related to financial planning. Landis Hershey
was selected by her classmates to be the
student speaker at the ICN convocation held
on Whitworth's campus in December. Brynn
Bauermeister married David McConkey on July
16. They are making their home in Spokane,
where Brynn teaches and David is a youth
pastor with the Salvation Army.
BIRTHS
2001 A girl, Rebecca Grace, to Jared and Tara
(Hungerford, '03) Milliken, Nov. 2
2001 A girl, Ruth Renata, to Andrew and Andrie
(Grant, '03) Eggimann, Nov. 26, 2005

2001 A girl, Symarah Lynn, to Patrick and Emily
Plumb, June 8
2001 A boy, David Michael, to Robert and
Sarah (Hickinbotham) Rose, Feb. 26
2002 A boy, Marek Zain, to Chris and Kalika
(Low) Slanton, Oct. 6
2003 A girl, Deborah Joanne, to Kelly (Siebe)
and Adri Fonteljn, Oct. 12
2004 A boy, Evan Christopher, to Chris and
Mary Teague, April 5, 2006
2004 A girl, Grace Isabelle, to Mark and Amy
Baker, Dec. 14
DEATHS
Jennifer (Hahn) Brock, '02, died Feb. 27.
Following her marriage to Curtis Brock in 2003,
she moved to Sacramento, Calif., and worked as
an elementary-school teacher. She is survived
by her husband, a stepson, her parents, two
sisters, and several aunts, uncles and cousins.
Teresa (Stowell) Kim, '03, died Dec. 4.
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Are We Called to Love Our
Undocumented Neighbors?
by Noel Castellanos, '82, associate executive director, Christian Community
Development Association: president, Latino Leadership Foundation
In 1990,
I moved my
family from
California
to Chicago
to establish
a church for
people who
were not
regular church
attendees. OUf
new church and our family did whatever
we could to develop and become friends
with our La Villita neighbors, many of
whom were undocumented.
We discovered quickly in La Villita that
the major issue in many of our friends' lives
was that they were in our country illegally.
I will forever feel the impact of the courage
and determination demonstrated by one of
the women in OUf church who was in La
Villita without a green card. Maria and her
four kids were left by her alcoholic husband
to survive on their own. She eventually
made her way to La Villira Community
Church, where she found programs for
her kids and a group of caring friends who
supported her as she forged a new life for
herfamily.
Because she could not work legally,
Maria established her own business as a
street vendor, cooking some of the best
tamales in La Villita at 3 a.m. each day,
selling them to men and women on their
way to work, and rushing home to get her
kids off to school as soon as she had sold
the last tamale. In bitter cold and snow,
and in the middle of Chicago's blistenng
hot summers, Maria made sure her kids
were fed and clothed, in school each
weekday, and in church every Sunday
morn mg.
Seeing the struggles of people like
Maria shook my world. I began to realize
that all of the acts of love and kindness
in the world would not change their
immigration status. As long as they lacked
a path to legal residency, and eventually
to citizenship, their lives would always
be unstable at best, and in crisis at
worst. I became convinced that loving
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my undocumented neighbors included
working to change our nation's current
immigration laws.
In May 2005 I visited California's Azusa
Pacific University to lead a workshop at a
conference, "A Day without a Mexican,"
for urban youth workers. The title was
based on fl movie that dramatized the
possible impact on L.A. and our nation
if all of the Mexican and other Latino
immigrants upon whom we rely so heavily
were to disappear suddenly from our
country. To my surprise, more than 100
college-age leaders showed up to learn
more about immigration reform.
I provided an overview of various biblical
passages that call us to love and care for the
stranger, including Deuteronomy 10:16,19
and Leviticus 19:33-34, and I was moved
by the deep concerns that these leaders
then expressed for the people with whom
they worked. Many of the undocumented
teens were fearful of being deported. Most
of them could not go to college because of
their undocumented status. The irony is,
many of them have lived their entire lives
in the U.s.A. and have never set foot in
Mexico or Latin America.
A few undocumented young people in
the meeting began to share their stories.
First there was silence, then sadness, and
then excitement. We began to pray for
these young people. Their accounts were
tragic and inspiring at the same time. The
thing that most impressed me was the role
that Christians and the church had played
in helping these young people come to new
faith in Christ.
Many of us left that day convinced
that to minister effectively to ethnic
communities affected by the immigration
debate, we had to get involved.
The New Civil Rights Movement?
With the exception of a few prominent
leaders, the church has struggled to lift
her voice on behalf of our immigrant
neighbors. After the House passed bordersecurity bill HR 4437 (2005), which
would make it a criminal act to assist
undocumented immigrants in any way,

the Roman Catholic Church's Cardinal
Mahoney said this: "It is staggering for the
federal government to stifle our spiritual
and pastoral outreach to the poor, and to
impose penalties for doing what our faith
demands of us."
Years from now, will we look back at
this issue of immigration reform in the
same way that we look at the civil-rights
struggles of the 1950s and '60s? Will we
wonder why evangelical churches and
leaders did not get involved!

Noel Castellanos has worked in full-orne
ministry in the Latino community for the

past 25 years.
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orn at the beginning of the 20th century, Lou
Livingston has witnessed drastic changes in the
world. However, he had the foresight to realize that some
things never change - such as the value of education,
wise investments and astute estate planning. After
Lou's career as an educator, he and his wife, Margery,

became philanthropists, supporting many Spokanearea organizations. In 1979, he established a charitable
remainder trust with Whitworth, ultimately benefiting
the library. At 106 years old, he's still receiving income
from that trust! For more information about gift planning
opportunities, please contact The Whitworth Foundation
at 509.777.4363 or foundarioneswhitworrh.edu.
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